University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

3-25-1999

Costa Rican Judge Drops Charges on 1997 Dalton
Homicide Case
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "Costa Rican Judge Drops Charges on 1997 Dalton Homicide Case." (1999). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/
8539

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 54364
ISSN: 1089-1560

Costa Rican Judge Drops Charges on 1997 Dalton Homicide
Case
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: Costa Rica
Published: 1999-03-25
On March 9, a court in the southwestern port town of Golfito dropped homicide charges against
Gerardo Mora Aguilar in the shooting death of Max Dalton in November 1997. Dalton, a US citizen,
was shot to death in a land dispute with local squatters. The incident led to strained relations with
the US and pressure from Sen. Jesse Helms (R-NC) to force the Costa Rican government to convict
Mora and to guarantee greater protection for US property holders in Costa Rica (see NotiCen,
1997-12-18-97, 1998-03-05).
Judge Rafael Angel Duran handed down the ruling after the state prosecutor told the court Mora
had acted in self-defense. The prosecutor said Dalton had been shot after he fired on a group of
squatters who were trying to retrieve cattle that had strayed onto Dalton's property. In the exchange
of gunfire, one of the squatters, Alvaro Aguilar, was also killed.
The Dalton family's lawyer, Francisco Castillo, complained that the ruling was based on testimony
from the squatters and that evidence that might have influenced the outcome had been destroyed or
mishandled by police. Dalton's son Rick told the San Jose newspaper Tico Times, "What happened
in this case was a gross miscarriage of justice resulting from the complete incompetence of the OIJ
[Judicial Investigation Police]." He and Castillo said the police destroyed Dalton's clothing, making
it impossible to prove their contention that he did not fire his gun but that the squatters took it from
him and shot him with it. The family announced no plans to appeal. [Sources: La Nacion (Costa
Rica), 03/19/99; The Tico Times (Costa Rica), 03/19/99]
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